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New Delhi,
29th July, 1947.
Dear ’
This is to convey my feelings of deep regret
at the passing-away of Swami Vipulananda.
1 hope you will kindly convey this to all friends.

Yours sincerely,

(Sgd.) C. RAJAGOPALACHARI.

Sir Shanmukham Chetty, x.c.LE.
Hawarden,

Coimbalore,
30th July, 1947,

Dear Friend,

It is with decp regeet that I heard about

the passing away of Swami Vipulananda. It is

a great loss to the Tamil World, His scholar-

ship will be long remembered.
vest in peace.

Yours sincerely,
(Sgd.) Sraxmuxnay CHETTY.

May his soul

Fort St. Georgé.
80th July, 1947,
Dear Mr. K.,

Let me thank you for your -letter dated
22nd instant intimating to me the Mahasamathi
of Swami Vipulanandaji. He was both a saint
and scholar. It is a great loss to Ceylon and
Tawmilnad.

Yo
(Sgd.y T. 8. Avnx.xsurn\‘( AM.

Annamalainagar, 30-7-47.

It is with deep regret that I express that in
the sad demise of ourrevered and beloved Swami
Vipulananda, Tamilians of both India and Ceylon
have lost the most eminent Professor of Tamil.
Our beloved Tamil language has lost its most
illustrious son who immortalised his name by
the discovery of the greatness of the ancient
Tamil music and the instruments of Tamil music
employed centuries ago, and we in particular are
severed once for all from our Swamiji’s parental
care towards us.

‘We have nothing now but to pray earnestly
to Lord Nataraja to bless our Swamiji’s soul
with That Everlasting Bliss under His Most
Gracious Feet.

Avvai S. Doralswamy.

. . Madras,
Lth August, 1947,
Dear Sir,

It is with deep regret I hear the sad news
of Srimath Swami Vipulananda’s demise. We
all pray for the emancipation of his soul and
should show our respects and gratitude for him,
by continuing the works inaugurated by him
and by bringing to the knowledge of the puth
his bdln“y life and activities.

Yours faithfully,
N. Kaxnaswamy,
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TRUE cOPY

Ponklar,
Horton Place,
Colombo, 22nd Nov. 1922,

S. Mylvaganam Esqr.,
Mylapore,
: MADRAS.

Dear Sir,

Reference to your letter of the19th inst.
to Mr. Marrs, Principal of Ceylon University
College, I have on behalf of the Hindus of
Ceylon and of the Ceylon Saiva Paripalana
Sabha and Colombo Vivekananda Society (of
which I am President and Patron respectively)
written to Swami Sarvanandaji requesting him
to permit you to accept the post in questmn
-1 enclose copy of the letter.

I have been reading with great interest
your excellent articles in the “Sen Tamil” on
Vijjanana Dipa.

Looking forward to seeing you among
us at work for the benefit of the Tamils and
Hindus of Ceylon.

Iam
Yours truly, -
(Sgd.). P. ARUNA CHALAM.

University College,
CeYLON,
- 2—12—22,
Dear Mr. Mylvaganam,
I gather that it will not be possible for
you to assist us as a secular teacher, and therefore
propose to make other arrangements.

I thank you for your courtesy in
replying to my’ letter.  Sir, P. Arunachalam
has.shown me a copy of a letter from your
monastic superior in which he very kindly
made the position clear.

[

With kind regards and” good wishes for
your intellectual and spritual progress.

Yours Sincerely,
(Sgd.) R. MARRS.
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SWAMI. VIPULANANDA.

By K. KANAGARATNAM, Esgq., MP.

YIT is nearly thirty years ago, I" first met in
4 “Colombo young Mylvaganam, who
brought fame and name to his motherland as.

later -

Swami Vipulananda.” Colombo was-then in the -

throes of Western civilization and habits, but the
young man,who came from an pnspoi]t village, 24
miles from Batticaloa town, with a firmly rooted
background of Tamil learning and Tamil culture,
“which ‘he imbibed so early in his life, was un-
‘moved by all the artificial living created by the
ill-conceived adoption of Western ways of living
.and thinking.

He was a pucca Nationalist with all flexibi-
"lity to absorb only what he tested and found fit
to enrich his own treasures. He was then
‘widely read in English literature and Western
sciences, much advanced for his age and world
contact and the absorption was greatly accele-
rated by his deep knowledge of his own literature.

K. Kanagarapnam, Esq., e,
(Retired Auditor-General)

He completed his course of training in the
Ceylon* Technical College as an Instructor in
Science and took to teaching. He later obtained
the degree of the London University. lost
personal touch with him while he engaged
in educational work in the Jalfna Peninsula until
1924, when I had the pleasure of receiving him
at. Trincomalee where I was working as an
‘Examiner of, the Audit Department when he
first came to his country after his ordaining in

Madrtis as a monk of the Ramakrishna Mission.

- work.

It was then that’he revealed a!l his hitherto
unknown talents and deep learning in Tamil.
I do not’ propose to deal with all his achieve-
ments which brought him to the forefront in the
field of learning and the recognition he received
from the erudite pundits and scholars of the
Madura Tamil Sangham and his elevation to
the rank of Professor of Tamil of the Annamalai
University and the thought-provoking contri-
butions he made as the Editor of the. Prabuddha
Bharata. Suffice it to say that with all the
wealth of Tamil learning and scholarship in
South India, with numerous researches in the
different departments. of Tamil literature ‘and
culture, Swami Vipulananda easily obtained a
top rank and carned plaudits from first rate
scholars of South India.

His last’ work in his decp researches into
the ancient and scientific music of the.Tamils
will give him an undying naine in the tfuture
history of the Tamils and their culture.

In my contact with many Tamils of this
country, who have displayed a natural aptitude
to study their own literature and art, I have
seldom come across another who could excel
Swami Vipulananda in initiative, deep under-
standing and high scholarship. He was always
synonymous with Tamil thinking and Tamil
living, so deeply buried in the richness and wealth
of the Tamil language and literature.

Unfortunately, at a time when his mature
learning and thinking were expected to produce
something tangible in the form of productions
for the. benefit of posterity, his health broke
down, leaving him no opportunity for sustained
It is a matter for deep regret that he.
has left us with very little of his erudite learning
which would have otherwise enriched our lite-.
rature. But his passion for Tamil learning
has created considerable interest among his
students, and I have no doubt that the high
example he has set of almost religious devotion
to his language and literature will producé a
new class- among the younger generation who
will enlarge on their wealth and beauties by
making their own contributions to fit in with
the new national life ushered in by the attain-
ment of independence by our -country.



SWAMI VIPULANANDA

A. M. K. CUMARASWAMY, Esq.

( Registrar, Univeérsity of Ceylon )

IT is a very high privilege to be permitted to

pay a tribute to the memory of a- great man
.and a good man. I was first attracted to the
Swami by the elegame, precision and felicity
of diction of his Tamil prose. It is perhaps
presumptuous on my part, who am at best but
.a dilettante in Tamil literature; to pay a tribute
to, Swamiji’s Tamil prose, ‘but the fact of the
matter is that a receptive pupil’s assessment of
a scholar is somewhat nearer to the truth than
that of a fellow-pundit, however learned. The
pedantic aberrations and pomposities s of. the
average Tamil Pundit found no place in the
.Swami’s specches and writings, and yet it was
.Ainvariably the case that. rapt attention and
patent delectation were discernible in the faces
of his hearers whenever Swami. Vipulananda
made a speech in Tamil,

HIS wide culture and consideration for
others meant much to many persons outside
his group. I have often gone to him with literary
problems and with theological difficulties, and
with the instinet of a true teacher, he approached

my difficulty or problem, always from my angle
and with my postulates initially. - These im-'
pacts. have left in my mind most happy recol-,
lections.

1 wish in this note to chronicle a somewhat
intimate episode, for which I crave the readers®:
indulgence. - Not many months ago, - Swami:
Vipulananda visited my home, with many other’
friends, on the occasion of a domestic anniver-,
sary, and brought as a present to me and my wife
a beautiful- Cambridge Bible, “ with the words-
of our Lord while upon earth printed in red *>—
to quote the legend on the ﬂy leaf. My wife
was deeply touched and said, * Swamiji, you
have. surrendered too much to our feelings.”?
‘“No, Mrs. Cumaraswamy,” came the answer;
“ on this great day, I am giving you something
which I value greatly.”

Swami Vipulananda had a genius for friend-
ship and a capacity for inspiration, which even
failing hecalth and. waning faculties could not
impair. I thank my God on cvery remembranee

*of him, and pray for the repose of his soul.
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